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Brock to emcee uns-hoses 
By LINDA N. WELLER 

The Telegraph 

ALTON - Round 3 in the 
annual face-off between Alton 
police and firefighters on the 
softball field is set for 
Saturday, with Hall-of-Fame 
St. Louis Cardinals outfielder 
Lou Brock the "designated" 
master of ceremonies. 

Barring heavy rain, the 
''guns and hoses" competition 
will start with a home-run 
contest at 2 p.m. at Ball 
Diamond 3 at Gordon Moore 
Park. 

The top three hitters from 
each team will get 10 pitches 
apiece, and whichever side 
has the fewest number of 
hits must pop up with a 
donation to the Boys and 

Girls Club of Alton. 
After that friendly compe­

tition, the two teams will step 
up to the plate for the actual 
softball game. Brock will 
throw out the first pitch. 

All proceeds from the 
game will benefit the club at 
115 Jefferson Ave. 

Lt. David Hayes of the 
Alton Police Department, 
president of the club's 
board of directors, said he 
hopes the event can raise 
$2,500 to $3,000. The annual­
games also are fun for 
youth members of the club 
who come to watch the 
action, he said. 

"The kids are looking for­
ward to it," he said. 

Hayes said the competition 
is friendly but that, since 

"I'm excited that the Police Department and 
Fire Department have decided to continue the 

tradition of playing this char!,ty game and 
have the proceeds come back to the kids. We 

have two great supporters in our service men. 
It's definitely a competitive game." 

AL WOMACK JR. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB 
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firefighters won the previous 
two match-ups and a benefit 
trivia night, police are ready 
for their first triumph. 

"We're looking for our first 

victory," Hayes said. "It's all 
in good humor, it's all in good 
fun, and it's all for charity." 

Firefighter Jeff Manns of 
the Alton Fire Department 

arranged Brock's appear­
ance. He said the -former 
baseball star would talk with 
the youngsters, and he hopes 
Brock will draw an even big­
ger crowd to the event. 

"It's always fun, and it's 
good to get together with 
them when you're not on a 
scene," Manns said about the 
police officers. 

Al Womack Jr., executive 
director of the club, said he 
appreciates the police offi­
cers and firefighters holding 
the games the past three 
years to benefit the Boys and 
Girls Club. 

"I'm excited that the 
Police Department and Fire 
Department have decided to 
continue the tradition of play­
ing this charity game and 
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ame 
have the proceeds come back 
to the kids," Womack said. 
"We have two great support­
ers in our service men. It's 
definitely a competitive 
game. I appreciate what 
they've done and what they 
continue to do for the kids." 

Womack, son of a retired 
Alton police officer, said he 
would like to see the "under­
dog" police do well, consider­
ing they lost the past two 
games. 

Hayes said the diamond 
would be protected ·until 
game time, so a morning 
rain would not postpone the 
event. If there is a rainout, a 
make-up game will be sched­
uled, he said. 

lnweller@hotmall.com 






















