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Boys and Girls Club plans
week full of fun and games

By MARY ANN MAZFENKO
Telegraph staff writar
.A.LTI:]I!'-I A week chock-full
of activities will mark Boys
and Girls Club of Alton Week
now through April 5.

All current members are
welcome to participate, and
new members are encouraged
to join the fun, said Al Wom-
ack Jr., program director. The
club, part of & national organi-
zation, meets at the Catholle
Childrens Home at 115 JefTer-
son Ave. in Alton,

Activities on tap for this
weak include a basketball
skills: competition Monday:
game room tournaments Tues-
day; swimming and jump rope
competition Wednesday; arts
workshop, pie-eating contest
and poster contest Thursday;
awards presentation and tal-
ent show Friday; and carnival
and cookout Saturday.

“We work with youths from
all backgrounds, with special
concern for those from disad-
vantaged backprounds,” Wom-
ack said, "Our goal is to help
them develop guoalities that
will help them become lead-
ers and good cltizens,”

The Alton club serves more
than 500 youngsters from the
Alton-Godfrey area. The only
requirement for membership
is to be between 6 and 18,

"They renew their member-
ship every September and pay
a §6 fee if they can. If they
can’t, we make
ments,” Womack sald,

—

Club activitles are continu-
oug, and the club iz apen
year-round.

“We swim every Wednesday
at the Alton YWOCA, have arts
and erafts Tuesday and Thurs-
day, hold game room toirna-
ments and have [fth- and
sixth-grade basketbhall teams,”
Womack sald. "We have a
pompan and drill team and a
computer course taught by
volunteers."”

Starting April 7, the club
will sponsor “Talking with
Td..” a8 conflict-resolution
PROgram.

The club alse has a Power
Hour,

“They can bring their home-
work o do and earn elub
points.” Womack said. “If they
BArN 80 many points, we'll

take special field day trips.”

The club’s Smart Moves pre-
vention program helps voung-
sters deal with socletal pres-
sures, “lrom peer pressure to
drugs and alcohol fo every-
thing in between" Womaek
gald. "We do a lot of rnb:-
playing in that program.™

One of the group's major
purposes is to provide a safe
place for woungsters. Five
part-time stall members run
the club with help from com-
munity voluntears.

“And zome high school stu-
dents earn community eredits
by vwolunteering with us”™
Womack said.

“I think we can make a difs
ferenea,” he said,

For more information, call
Womack at 462-6249,

urmymmamm

Best Qualified

Experienced
Service for the Benefit

of Godfrey

Your vote for Pam Whisler on April 1st s a
vole for continued service in Godfrey

Paid for by citizens to re-elect Pamela Whisler







By BETHANY BEHRHORST
Tolegraph staliwritar

ALTON — Providing a saf@ and

the premize for those currently
being considered rmmumm
Youth of the ¥enr Award.

15 looking for men and women, as
well as children, who have
invested quality time with River
Bend youth through soctally
intoractive and educational
programs [or the honors.

“We don't necessarily loak at
sameone wio's with Alton Bays
and Girls Club,” David Bartesialk,
elub president, said.

"These are people who've been
aifilinted wilth youth

and bevond whal a normal person
would do to make a better life for
Hds L1}

Thisyear's award will be
presented at s ceremony held Gt 7
oL, Saturdey, Jan, 31; 6t
Lockhaven Conntry Clubin
Godirey.

The recipient is chosen by the
board ol directors:
throughout the community, and
through the Boys and Girls Club

positive place foraren childranis  Pre

The Bays and Girls Club n!ﬂ]'lm

organizations. They've gone above

arearranged to give
single-parent homes and other
walks of life the chance hlb:phru
ﬂﬂﬂ:‘mwwilhqthnrﬂ

eimmstnnrus., Bartosiaksaid.
“What we're really Urving to do is
provide the kids with & positive
ﬂI-'lliﬁl'L"
Many of the children come from
e-parent homes where the:
family income is not sulficient to
supply them with all the things:
thoy mead, much less wani
“They don't have 2 lot of lime to

, dﬂ;ethelr kids oul.” Barlosiak

Many children in the progroms.
lru nol abie (o find rides to and
from activities allthe Lime, or

_eannot afford to participate in

other community programs, such
g the ones made available
through the club, The club

-sponsors make sure children can
be a part of their

programs.
The Alton Boys snd Girls Club

: pﬁlt:[rmmnmurlmhru[

children from  started out asa branch of the

Bethalto club. In 1992, B:muﬂ:
took over as ;::;idmdﬁa
gmmﬁm expanded muny
of the existing toalier

and decided mlﬁukihtnl.hnmmn
extension program in 1962 He
became president and started two
hril'll.‘.hﬁ:lIIUM at Eunice Smith
School at 2400 Henry St., and
Lovejoy School at 1043 Tremont

&t Both branches have increased
elub membership.

“They've baen very successiul,”
he said. :

A third expansion is anticipated
lor sometime in the near future.
The elub is working on Lhe project
zwlli: imachmh

“We're happy with the direction
the club is going," he said.

Area vouth weekly fleld
iripz during the summer o 5L
Louwis attractions such as Busch
Stadium, the SL Lonis Science

Canter and the S5 Luu&Em

Boys and GH’]S Club is comm;ted to Rwer Bend young people

The Exchange Club of Alton,
which provides informotion about
child ahuse and ways to prevent
‘and stop i, olfers members of the
Boys and Girls Club the chance to
attend o weekend outing at a
400-plus acre farm in Kompsville.

N Q_ “The children attend fishing
'mmmmmm

The organization is supported
by funding provided by the United
Way Partniershipof Altonanda
Community Development Block

Grant presentod by the eity of
Alton..

Some of the groop's fall
programs include (he Toreh Cliuh,
which allows voulks gges 11 to 13-
o participate in community
service projects, The activitles are
led by Tom Dooley, 8 member of
the club's advisory committee, A

pom pan team and drill team also
are avalleble for area youth, -
Members of the teams perform in
the Alton Halloween Parade and
participate in many area .ipat\‘.lug
evenis,

‘Fower Hour (s another ll;l
offered to ares youth. This IL"
Illnwsmh:dimu the epportunity to
receive aasistance with hummm
and the chance tobrush up
their computer skills.
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Boys and Girls
Club plans to move
to new location

M A hearing on a
special use permit
to use the school
for the club is
scheduled

By JIM KULP
For The Telegraph

i ALTOMN — The prospect of
‘using Irving School as the new

for the Bovs and
{Girls Club of Alton was called a
‘“godsend” Sunday, at a publie
information meeting to ease

mwmmmmmum

'l'herﬂ.a Willis, a board mern-
ber of the club, said it needs a
facility of Itz pwn because thal
wotld make it eligible for grants
totaling $60.000 for a technology
center: The center, she said,
would inchude 17 and
rejated hardware and nebwork-

ded by the and
iﬁ*iswgﬁbs of Amﬂ%gf She
added that are a key
part of nhﬂdmm%mmm. Shw
answered 8 of whether
the club had considered the
alternative of using existing
schoots after bours for its activi-
Lies.
v "Unless we have a foctlity of
our own, we can't participate in
the cenber AT
ot g Sotontis ool
. B
location for our kids to tﬁ
and we won't bring additional
population of people into the
nelghborhood.” Also, she said, a
permanent facility would provide

consistency for the club’s mem-
bars, some of whotmn have no con-
sistency in their lives. She said
Irving School is In good repair
compared with other locations.
“Irving School is & location
for our kids (o get and we
won't bring additional Lion
ulpeup{'e into the »
It was announced that a hear-
ing on a al use permil Lo
ise the school for the club is
scheduled at 1:15 p.m. Oct. 31 in
Lk Alton Cily
Al Womack Jr., executive
director of the club, assured the
rving School nelghborhood
ple present that the club s‘;':?f
would not park on the streets,
woitld let the children use only
the playground for recreational
activities and there would be no
fioise. He said he wanted to
address the concerns aboul the
club’s hours of operation, the
increase in traffic and upkeep of

" the

“Ouidoor activities will be on
{he * he said. “There
won't be a whole lot of time
gpent outdoors and we stress
respect.” He said trallic will not
be a problem, because staff
members will park on the schoal

ot and parents dropping chil-

dren off will pause for that pur-

Fuae forr only a few mindles. As

or the building's upkeep,

Womack said “we wanl (o see a
clean club. We have a dail
maintenance agreement wit

Irving i8 sl the resporaibilty
- L

of the district " 4

The club's budget is $300,000

& year and it serves more than

800 children with a variety of

/
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For the Twznmuuum

Dave Bartosiak and Al Womack, board members of the Boys and Girls Club of Alton, field questions at a meeting about
the club’s intended use of the building at the Catholic Childrens Home in Alton, T

activities, including help with
bomework. The club's goal is to
gel children off the streels and
into a itive environment,
money comes from

the United Way, stale
the Bovs and Girls Clubs of
America and bocal fund-raisers.
The board members areé volun-
beers. Dues are $10 i the child

can afford it

“Kids need a place to go,
somebody to talk to,” Womack
said. “We're the mom in thess
kids® lives, the big brother and
t-gsa{ntr We're lnring b0 push
into belng caring, produc-
tive, positive people, They are
our 1Eﬂdﬂ'5 tomorrow, Jusl
being in the building keeps
them sale and off the sirecls: If

they’ don't have a n:ml they're
headed for iroable.”

Womack azsured the people
present that the club would do
everything possible to be a good
nelghbor, and invited those pre-
gent b come and see what the
club does for its members. =1
truly believe in what we're
doing, which iz evervihing we
can possibly do to have an
impact on kids. We have & car-
ing board and staff and the kids
wanl to be here, We're asking
for your support.™

To a guestion of why the club
deesn't stay where il is;
Womack said the Catholic
Children’s Home wanls the

they occupy to expand a
ls program.

One man, who said he grew
up on Bluff Streel. said the club
is & “iotal positive” e
for children, and neighbors
should not be concerned
because it would be a =first
class operation” when it ocoo-
pies Irving School. “If you saw
the smiling {aces on those kids,"
he said, “wvou wouldn't be
against it in your neighbor-
hiood.

Two young members of the
club read papers on the topic
“What the Bovs and Girls Club
means to me.” They were
Toninelta Bradley and Adrea
Lucazs. Tonivetta, 12, said if she
ever has a problem, the elub
can solve i, “T get with a
lot of people: It's a joyful place

and there are many things vou
ean do. On weekdays the EI:HE

helps young le with their
homewark. the things they
5ay encourage you to keep you
brving.”

Andrea said: *The reason [
think the Boys and Girls Club
should be moved to Irvin
School is because (L is.a
place for kids to come play and
have fun. We go on feld Lrips,
do art, do all kinds of activities,
The Bovs and Girls Club is like
a shelter to us. They provide us
with lotz of stufl. They teach us
how to be respectiul, responsi-
ble, safe and educated. They
also help you with wour home-
work. The Boys and Girls Club
i5 a marvelous place.”
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and Girls Club of Alton receives
budget from the community

‘g the most
1 a child's

Lrirls
ek

p-m 3
That's the
uths in Lk
3 can face
esl tempta-

ie that the
is open for
in faeility,
behind the
Home, The
oing ouf to
soliciting
upport ils
el

o get the
ber,” said
idays are
Bul we've
: going oul
mbeers and
& ask each
o bdenti-
OmmLUnily
o the B

and other
slate help
rig Club of
the finan-
2 COMmTmL-
¢ bulk of

e o

“We d ;':-
igers like

il every

for the Tennesses Titans), Bul
we really rely on the donations
from the community. I'm
excited aboul our polential this
YEar. "

The letiers being sent out
include four levels of giving:
Friend ($25-550), M
£100),
and Part

“We don't have
in the wupper
Womack said wit
smile. “B i
wantk Lo seng 10 ar so,
we'll certainly take it If
we gel enough people par-

cipating, it can add up
predly quickly.”

The club haz more than
B0 members [rom age &
up to high school seniors
In addition to the main
facilities, satellite loca-
tiona are
Eumice
Emith

L5

blementary
School, 2400
M. Henry 5t.,
and Lovejoy
Elemeniary
Schonl, 1613
Tremont 5i. The
Eunice Smith location
is open from 5 to 9
p.m. Monday through
Thursday. The Lovejoy
location is open
from 4 lo & pom
Monday,
Wednesday and
Friday,
“We lake the
time we ¢3
from the s 8,
Womack said. “Our
., of course,
is o gel our own location
and get the majorily of
our programs under one
roof. But having these
ather locations has s
advantages. The Eunice
Smith location,
for exam-
ple, lets
i he

i e Rkewmg g

- & w o w W
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Some oppose moving
Boys and Girls Club

Continued from page 1

a public hearing eartier this month
Since ihen, the club’s organkbers
have tried to contact all the people
who signed the petition against the
permilt. They also beld an informa-
Honal mestng last week to talk
about the club's and
goals. Only a handful of the peaple
wihs signed the petition attended

“It's disheariening to me,” sakd
Theresa Willis, 8 member of the
club's board of directors. "Most of
pur strongest opponents  didn't
show up to hear what we had o
say, This is a big oppartunity. for
this community to do the right
thing, and to not even have a
meeaningful dialogue is bad.”

The clubr has osgrown s cor-
rent beadquariers, a ope-room cha-
pel about half a mile away from the
Irving School. Every vear, the club
serves about B0 children between
the ages of & and 18, providing pro-
grams that emphasize character
and leadership development.

Wormsick hopes that the club
could expand its services at Irving
becaese several programs could
run simultanecusly in the baild-
ing's many classrooms =

But Womack's dream”is Michael
B. McMames Jr's fear. McMNamee,
33, doesnt want the traffic in his
neighborhood.

“When [ bowght this house, T un-
derstood the hours of the schol,”
sabd Mciamee, who lives directly
across the street from Tovng. 1
mew when [ came home, everny
thing would be quiet.”

F =
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Shawn Shroeder, a stafl member at the Alion Boys and Girls Club, helps Jared Smith (right], 9, with his
science homework while Brandon Spearman, 9, works on his math homework.

But with the club oporating until
O pm. several nights o weck,
McMamee said, he sees it as an in-
CONvVEnience

Something else may be dnving
the opposition: residents’ frustns-
thon with the Alton School District
The Iodng Schond is one of four el-
ementary schools that closed last
spring as part of the district’s re-
configuration plan

Tim Spaulding, 46, grew up in
his house, four doors down from
the Irving School, where he was
ance a shudent He said he has

Coroner

Cacntv mandidates affer

watched the other schools that the

district closed over the yeirs de-
teriorate a5 their orginal tenants
struggled o maintain the build-
ingz, or left altogether,

Spaulding would prefer that the
district find o buyer who can furm
it into a private school or a charter
schiool

"There's always been a grade
school on the cormer down here,”
he sabd,

Ta contact reporter Trisha L.
oward:
E-mall: thowardi@posinet.com
Phone: G18-850-3840 |

Steve Nonn

Party: Demosrsl

Richard Hampson

Party: Republican
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Honor student pursumg scholarshlp

Iil-z.I LINDA M. 'I'JELLEFI
Telegraph stall writer

ALTON — After marking
achievemenls in sporls, acade-
mics and extracurricular aetiv-
ities for four years at Alton
High School, the Boys and Girls
Club of Alton's 2002 Youth of
the Year is trying for big schol-
arship money at the state level.

Charmaine Helms, 18, will
compele against other Bovs and
Girls Club standouts March 15 at
Lhe 1inods Boys and (Girls Clubs'
vouth camp in Chicage. In her
quest lo win an $8 0600 scholar-
ship, she will give a three- (o
five-minule presentation about
wihat the club means to her, then
answer questions from a panel
during an interview

“I am really excited about
it: I hope [ can do well and win
afate”
can use all the money I can
get for college.®

By winning the lecal title,
she is ghiting 1,000 from the
Allon organization and §1,000
from Lhe nalional Boys and
Girls Club

[n the meanlime, Helms is
lgoking forward to having
breakfast Friday with state
Rep. Steve Davis, D-Bethalto,
and possibly also state Sen.
Exelyn Bowles, D-Edwardsville,
at.the 1linois Alliance of Boys
and Girls Clubs in Springhield.

Helms, who plans to major in
pgecounting al  either  the
University of Illinois-Chicago or
Tennessee State University at
Mazhville, zaid if a business
career doesn't work oul, she may
go into politics. Both colleges
have accepled Helms. She elimi-
ki three others

 She is the daughter of
James and Donnetta Talbert
of Godfrey

Al Womack Jr,, executive
director of the c¢lub, said
Helms was the obvious choice
for Youth of the Year among
members of the Alton organi:
zalion who submmitted essavs.

- “She stood out above every-
ape else, I esuldm’t envision
myself having such a resume
2% a high school student.”
Womack said. “She is bright
and mannerly and definitely
has a good lulure ™

Helms said. =I really

Tha Telegtaph,/MARGIE M. BARNES
Charmaine Helms, 18, right, Youth of the Year, helps Brandon Elliot, 11, of Alton, with his
math homework Wednesday at the Boys and Girls Club of Alton,

66 Iam really excited about it. I hope I can do well and win
state. I really can use all the money I can get for college.”

Charmaine Helms

Alton High School student to compeate

for $8,000 scholarship

Carrying a 3.88 grade-point
average, Halms was on the high
honor roll for the first semesier
this school year and ranks S8th
out of her class of 404. She said
malth is her bost subject.

Helms lettered all [our
yvears on the Lady Redbirds
basketball team and was Most
Valuable Player of 1998 on the
Junior varsily team.

The multi-talented student
has played on the girls track and
tennis leams and was involved
in the Presidential Education
Award Program of 1995, the
Midwest Engineering and
Science Association pre-college
program al Southern [llinois

Iniversity Edwardsville and the
University of Ilinois-Chicago

math and science summer pro-
gram for six weeks in 2000,

Helms’émrtlr:ipated on the
FPiaza reek  Walershed
Environmentalist Team, is a
member of “Who's Who Among
American  High  School
Students,” was a prom court
candidate last vear, former sec-
retary and current parliamen-
tarian of the Alton High Student
Council Activities Board amd
vice president of the Upward
Baiired Progfrarm in 2000-01,

She also participated in the
YWCA of Alton Leadership
Development Institute, Minority
Excellence Program, Alton
Junior Marketplace and rings
bells for the Salvation Army's
Tree of Lights campaign. She

received the Excellence in
Education Principal Scholar
award in 1998, has been in the
honers program al Alton High
from 1999 to 2002 and was
KEMOX Radio Student of the
Month in January 2000

Dufzide of basketball season
the senior works and voluntesrs
at the elub, 115 Jefferson Awve
for 12 to 15 hours weekly. She
siid she especially likes inler
acting with the vounger ¢hil
dren at the club,

Helms sayvs her. many
involvemenis are time-con-
suming “but worth it” and bef-
ter than “hanging odt on the
sireefs.”

B [nwellsrihelmal.com
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Brock to emcee guns-hoses game

By LINDA N. WELLER
The Telegraph

ALTON — Round 3 in the
annual face-off between Alton
police and firefighters on the
softball field is set for
Saturday, with Hall-of-Fame
St. Louis Cardinals outfielder
Lou Brock the “designated”
master of ceremonies.

Barring heavy rain, the
“guns and hoses” competition
will start with a home-run
contest at 2 p.m. at Ball
Diamond 3 at Gordon Moore
Park.

The top three hitters from
each team will get 10 pitches
apiece, and whichever side
has the fewest number of
hits must pop up with a
donation to the Boys and

Girls Club of Alton.

After that friendly compe-
tition, the two teams will step
up to the plate for the actual
softball game. Brock will
throw out the first pitch.

All proceeds from the
game will benefit the club at
115 Jefferson Ave.

Lt. David Hayes of the
Alton Police Department,
president of the club’s
board of directors, said he
hopes the event can raise
$2,500 to $3,000. The annual
games also are fun for
youth members of the club
who come to watch the
action, he said.

“The kids are looking for-
ward to it,” he said.

Hayes said the competition
is friendly but that, since

(13 &/

'm excited that the Police Department and

Fire Department have decided to continue the
tradition of playing this charity game and
hawve the proceeds come back to the kids. We

have two great supporters in our service men.

It’s definitely a competitive game.”

AL WOMACK JR.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THI’i BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB
OF AETON

firefighters won the previous
two match-ups and a benefit
trivia night, police are ready
for their first triumph.
“We’re looking for our first

victory,” Hayes said. “It’s all
in good humor, it’s all in good
fun, and it’s all for charity.”
Firefighter Jeff Manns of
the Alton Fire Department

arranged Brock’s appear-
ance. He said the -former
baseball star would talk with
the youngsters, and he hopes
Brock will draw an even big-
ger crowd to the event.

“It’s always fun, and it’s
good to get together with
them when you’re not on a
scene,” Manns said about the
police officers.

Al Womack Jr., executive
director of the club, said he
appreciates the police offi-
cers and firefighters holding
the games the past three
years to benefit the Boys and
Girls Club.

“I’m excited that the
Police Department and Fire
Department have decided to
continue the tradition of play-
ing this charity game and

have the proceeds come back
to the kids,” Womack said.
“We have two great support-
ers in our service men. It’s
definitely a competitive
game. I appreciate what
they’ve done and what they
continue to do for the kids.”

Womack, son of a retired
Alton police officer, said he
would like to see the “under-
dog” police do well, consider-
ing they lost the past two
games.

Hayes said the diamond
would be protected until
game time, so a morning
rain would not postpone the
event. If there is a rainout, a
make-up game will be sched-
uled, he said.

Inweller@hotmail.com
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local youths

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is
another in & series of articles
The i= o
profile local United Way
‘agencies during the 2ood
fund-raising campaign.

hree weeks of sum-
mer camp gave 10-

— who wag with a
self-conlidence, skills for a
suceessful school year and
friendships that will last &
Adam wis oné of more th;aﬁl
100 youths who participated
Camp Blackhawk, a popular
summer the Boys
~and Girls of Alton hosts
edach summer at the former
Alton Police Youth Camp.
Camp counselors knew
Adam — and several others
enrolled in camp — had diffi-
his hands to himsell and work-
ing with others. To help
campers, who range from
ages 6 through 14, overcome
amh social and academic set-
backs, group activities are
. Adam and his fel-
low campers gained firsthand
experience in cooperation,
planning and patience through
activities ranging from relay
mﬁm o tﬁll:m tosses o por-

To help Adam make the
mu-;t -nihl'a m%

an hdtwiﬂul:,
that included in _g
dam about the goals that
were mmmﬂ-at him; ﬁ_aign-

Iy m"ﬂﬁ%ﬂ& behavior

VET! the proper

and pogilive
enmmauemmt that Camp
Blackhawk is commitied io

w Ihnﬂngtsmdﬂi'rls
Clu.‘n of Alton served 606

_mmm ir

youths with a variety of year-

round edocational and recre-
“ational programsg, incleding
Camp Blackhawk. Tiis

-%ﬁncy#; among the man:p
tions w'-rila local l‘ﬁbﬂ'ﬁ-lli.‘l-

United Way's campaign is

under way to raise money fod
such vital agencies so Lhoy
may continue theze o

need. To make a donalion,
plem-:uﬂmm

L
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Nathan Woodside
For the Telegraph

GODFREY — It's been
20 years since the Bovs
and Girds Club of Altan's
Executive Director Al
Womack Jr. began his
mission with the non-
profit to educale, ingpire
and embolden local
youth, now he's loolking
to the future.

1 think, "Twenty years;
wow,' a lot has been
gecomplished, but there's
atill 5o much more (o be
accomplished,” Womack
said recently during the

Boys and Girds Club's
annual fundraising
dawards dinner al Lewis
and Clark Community
College Commons in
Gaoddfrey. “We look for-
ward to what the future
hodds, This commumnity
is &0 supportive. [ think
with a litthe revving-up,
wee can do 50 much mare.
| want to do the best for
our kids in Alton."

Many in attendance
praised Womacks work
Thursday night at the
event. Boys and Girls
Club of Alton’s board
President Bret Mayberry

"

described him as a “jewel
i the community.”

“T don't think svervone
replizes how hucky we are
to have him,” Mayberry
said

In 2016, the club
served more than 20,000
meals to 1,300 youth
members, The club had
anaverage of 200 youth
datly in attendance,
and 85 percent of those
received academic
achievernent in achool.

During Thursday's cer-
Emony, [our young meny
bers helped to usher the
event and escort honor-

Tue ™~ TELEGRAPH
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Alton’s Boys & Girls Club turns 20

ees to the stage. One of
the members, TreShaun
Haollickay, 8, spoke with
paoise beyond the average
8 year old.

Hollbiday said he wis
thankful for what the
chib has done for him.

“*Otherwise, 1'd just e
at home playing video
games,” he said.

Holliday's favorite
thing to do al the clubis
play basketball, but also
hie is part of & club pro-
gram that teaches proper
MO

Sec ELUB | BA
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d Group launches first beautification
project at James Killion Park

By Melissa Meske
ADAVANTAGE NEWS

ith the appointments to Allon's recently formed James Kiliion
Beautlficatdon and Enhastement Committee approved ot the
Oct. 25 Clty Council meeting. the committes is proud 10 kick

! off it5 first beautification profect for the park.

Alton deh Ward Alderwoman Tammy Smith said the project, known
as the Togedher We “Can” Campalgn, will place 20 hbrand-new trash cans
at Jnmes Killion Park, The cans will be installed by the cliy's Public Works
Diepariment in March, but anly after fiest being altered by the Imaginations
af Alton School District stucletits

Ty kel off ouir First bemitification project, we've asked some of our
beeal art students ancd teachers 10 valuntecr and deporle SOme new
rash cans” Smith said, = This commiltter came out of 'the irash” and into
pxistence 50 wo thought, ‘Let's do something with trash cans firse.”™

Srmith was referring to the controversial removal of basketball rims in
August 2007 ot the park that, according to city officials, bad resulted from
issues with non-containment of trash in proper recepiaches.

Alton Public Warks emiployees aleo helped committes members deliver
thi eans oo the schools on jan 12, Cans were dropped off for anwork at
Alton Middle School, East Elementary, Morth Elementary, Alion High
Sehiool, and the Boys and Glels Club of Alton.

Wi are extremely exclted (o see the finished outcome and dedicated o
providing more community bonutification projects,” Smith said.

Commities members Inclnde Smith; Steve Thomas, Sheily Gains,

Abie Barham, and Joyee Ellotr. Partners in the effort inchade Alion Paiile
Waorks Director Bobs Barnhart, Heather Johanson, Ann MeLaughlin, Lanes
DeConcini, Angel Waber, Mike Bellm_ and Boys and Girls Cluly Executibe
Director Al Womack, B

Al Woenacl, cenier sxaculive dirsctor ot the Beoys and

Girls Dluh of Alton, pauses for @ photo with Al 410 Ward
Aldarsioman Tamiry Smith (ef)anc Sollow dames Killion
Beaufification snd Enhancament Commties member Shalln
Going as trath cang s dropped off at the club on Friday,
Jan. 12, Studers will decorata the trash cans bafos by
Ireetnling &1 Eha paik in March,
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Mew RiverBend Growth Association chairman takes reins at awards dinner

By Frank Prager s the presentation of awards for outstanding
ACNAMTAGE NEWS achievement by businesses and indivicuals.
i RBGA interin President John Keller provided
GODFREY | More than 300 bocal business opening remarks and presented Monica Bristew

i community leaders gathered Jan. 35 ot the with flowers in recognition of her contributions
Lewls and Clark Commuinity College Commcans it past president of the urim_m;ulhn. Hrlslnwl
banquet room for the annual RiverBend resigned to accept the appointment s linois
Crowth Association dinner ond awards 111th Déstrict state representative after the
mieeting. The evening fentured overviews of getirement of

buisiness and tourism initiatives as well

iL

i
l

(Fram loft) Jhn Rabars, Dass Blachiord, Heinz Pater Jr., Augle Wuolner, Al Wormack, Ty Bechel, Bnd participants in the Boys and Girls Glub of Aflon's Passport

T Manhood program gather for a phata,

former stare Hop Ban Baiser.
Ouigning REGA chairman Augie Wuellner
recopnized board members, both returning
and newdy ehected. Fle said the region [5
reakizing sucoess because of thelr hard work and
enthusiasm
Lo Ananis, Fagn 8

S

YEEH 1o Aaaas gty
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AWARDS

FROM PAGE 1

Alon Convention and Visltors Bureau
CEO and Prosident Brett Scawar gavo
an overview of a now iourism banding
initiative, Great Bivers and Bouees of
Southwest lingis, Relerming 1o the national
fame of the legendary Route 56 and the
reggional popularity of the Great River
Road, Stawar said, “This is the anby place in
Americe where the Mother Hoad ineots s
River Road "

He anributed a 50 peroent growih
b reglonal fourtsm during the past year
o ongalng effors of many of those in
attendance,

Stawar presenied the bureaw's Spirt of
Towrrism Award to Alon Mayor Brant Walker,
Mudison County board memiaer Bruce
Malone and o Amitrak executive [or their
wiarke related po e few fouln station in Albon

“I's wonderful 1o see 5o much
commumuminy support dnd civie pride,” Walker
said. "It took many resourees o get this
domve aned all of the erganizations involved
conrdinated seambesshe”

Woeliner gave an avervew of the Small
Business of the Month awands process
and spoke about each of tho post year's
recipients He also introdhsced incoming
RECeA Chaimman John Boberts and préesented
okens of appreciation 1o RBOA comumittiee
chairrmen.

Four Chainman Awards wene presented
1o buaineases and geoups for oostanding
achivvements.

Bovs and Girs Clob of Alton Executhae

EXrecior Al Womack, along with young o i 5
members of the chub, accepted one of the Mons thar 300 businass snd eammunity lesdas slended he RiverBand Gresdh Assacialions anndal dinner and awarts mesting. Below right, Dala

Btachiord, presiclent and GEO of Liberly Bank atcapls a Chairman Award of behad of Allon’s Gosdon Moo Park Resioration Committess Bekow |eft,
awards, Womack talked about the success incaming RBGA charman John Aobens (8} S18nds 8t ha podium with outgoing chaimman Augie Wisinar,
af the nrﬁanh:rdl;lm: Fassport To Manhood
progrmm, which engages young boys in
dizcussions and activities reinforcing wmﬁﬂnhmadlﬁfmﬁmﬁﬁi
chiracier. Jﬂdu:hip. i o beldne. EI:'B‘HE; md i v ;;.l
The program's sucoess was demonstried |:|-|.I.I!'|t: ot m'Eme [rd' 3 mﬁfn't'l.:ll
by & video of the bows that ecame a social past year, making major invesm !

Lot improvements to the Jocal landmark.
Eﬁ:ﬁﬂﬁénm : PESRNDN “Civer the past Yeur, we've met 5o many

Dale Blachford, president and CEO of wanderful people” Peter sabd. Hethanked
Liberty Bank,
accopted the
Chairman
Aveard an
behalf of
Align's
Gordon
Moore Park
Resiomation
Committee.
Hao cadlexd
ot e
thian a dozen
memibers
of the
comimilies
for tsedr
COma et
and service
in the
suocess of
thet project
ower the past

Jabinng W & enjogd

-— - -

il praject is
& trilsre o
thve Hiverbend communiog® he said. " Thene his admintswative and grounds staffs for
5.8 momentom i this commusnity [ have the incrediblo wark he says they did and for

“making the impossible posstitde”
nhnémslncnl andd my familky moved here Whtelinér concluded the evens by

_ : . o bringing incoming RBGA Chairman Roberts
. NEF“;::E;N“F' h::::::d:d m:::;-:::m back o stage and formally urming oo the
agn that focuses on hedpintg thnse achilicted chalrmanship.

: 5 : *1 btk fovrward 1o wharking with both new
ar inactive dirog recoveny and provides thsem . ; i
it safe place th get support and rescarrees. and old members,” Bobers sabd. “The hean

"W biuile this fram the grovnd up by of the assoctation is Its members. | -:hflgngu
taking a grassroots approach o dealing with Y0012 contmbe to get more invalved.
substance abuse in the commumning,” he
safd. "These past three vears lave been very
hummibding.”

The final Chalrman Award was sccepied

YOEH & dsapnos ooyl

Participants in the Boys and Girs Club of Alton stand onstage with axecutive director Al VWomack
1o reclvi thalr Chaiman Swaed,
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Vital van

During & Fecognitian
CcolaDragion, Frear Auto
Body donated a 2017 Chevy
Express 2500 12-passenges
van 1o the Aton Boys and
Girta Club. The bussnesa
purchasad fhe vehicla afier
leanning tha club was in
desperate need of 8 new
wan, and ko donated
300 in gift cards;
cimaning supplies o il two
wahicies. and mona than
£2,000 In cash, mtsad with
help from the
Katia Wilsan gave the
& $500 gift cand sha wan
Frear Aulo Body owner Tim
Froer hands tha keys to the
donated van to Alon Boys
and Girts Club Exacutive
[Wractor & YWomack and
chikdren fromm iha chaly dring
a short presentation on Fab.
i, The chub serves the araa












